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CHAPTER

Article

» The words “a”, “an” and “the” are called articles. They come before nouns.

Example

(a) This is a chair. (b) Sita sang_a song.

(c) This is an umbrella.

Kind of Article

Indefinite Article

Definite Article

“A/An” is used before an indefinite singular noun.

“The” is used before a noun when it is definite or
specific.

“An” is used when the first sound of the word is a
vowel sound.

The is called the definite article, because it normally
points out some particular person or thing.

“A” is used when the first sound of the word is a
consonant sound.

.

Use of Article “a” and “an”

Rule 1: Based on Pronunciation E!‘ E

> If the first sound of a word is a f
consonant sound, “a” is used. E

» If the first sound of a word is a vowel
sound, “an” is used.

» “An” is also used before words that may not
begin with a vowel letter but have a vowel sound.

» “A” is used before words that may begin with a
vowel letter but have a consonant sound (like
“y” or “w” sounds).

Example

a boy, a girl, a university (Zafd<t - y sound), a one-

rupee coin (991 — w sound), an orange, an umbrella,

an hour, an MLA, an MBA, a European

a. In an hour’s time I will be back but now I have to
go.

b. Akbar became an heir to the throne at a young
age of thirteen.

c. An interesting book ‘A tale of two cities’ waws
written by alexander Dumas.

Rule 2: “A/An” is used before a singular countable
noun.

Example

a. A dog is aloyal companion, always ready to offer
friendship and protection.

b. An orange is full of vitamin C, making it a
healthy snack.

Rule 3:

1. If a singular countable noun is preceded by an
adjective or adverb, a/an is used before it.
v' Structure: a/an + adjective/adverb +

Singular Countable Noun

Example

a. He has come out with a unique proposal for
his friends.

b. The loss of jobs is regarded by some as a
necessary evil in the fight against inflation.

2. If “s0” is used before an adjective/adverb, a/an
comes after it.
v Structure: So + adjective/adverb + a/an +

Singular countable noun
Example
a. She is so beautiful a girl to entertain you.
b. He is so intelligent a boy.
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3. If “very” is used, a/an comes before “very.”
v’ Structure: a/an + Very + Adjective/Adverb +
Singular Countable Noun
Example
a. She lives in a very beautiful house.
b. Imet a very old man.
c. Heis a very tall boy.

Rule 4: “A/An” can be used in place of each / every
/ per in certain expressions.

Once - Uch l

)
Any—aﬁ'gf <= | a/an [>l Per - ufd l
%4

Each / Every - Ucdddh

Example

a. [ have bought apples at 20 rupees a (Per) Kg

b. A (Every) student can sole this Questions.

c. I have not solved a (any) question in this
book.

d. Everyone knows that the leopard is faster
than any other animal.

Rule 5: When a singular countable noun
represents an entire class or species, “a/an” is used.
Example

a. An elephant is a huge animal.

b. A dog is a loyal animal in the earth.

Rule 6: When a verb is used as a noun
(gerund/phrase), “a/an” is used before it in certain
expressions.

Example

a. Igo for a walk every morning.

b. He went for a run in the park.

c. Take alook at this picture.

Note: If the verb acts as a subject (general
activity), no article is used.

Example

a. [Ihave bought a Dozen Apples.

b. I am giving you a hundred rupees to buy

some dress.

c. Ihave bought a dozen apples.

d. There are a thousand students in the school.
Note: If the unit is in plural form, “a/an” is not
used.

Rule 8: When many / rather / such / quite are used
before a singular countable noun, “a/an” is used as
follows:
» Structure: Many/rather/Such/Quite + a/an +
Singular countable noun
Example
a. Many a student failed in the exam.
b. Itis rather a difficult problem.
c. This is such a beautiful place.

Rule 9: “A/An” is used before a profession (when
the noun is singular and countable).
» Structure: Subject + is/am/are + a/an +
profession
Example
a. Heis a teacher.
b. She is a police officer.
c. Sheis an artist.

Use of “The” Article
Use of “The” Category Examples /
Explanation
Geographical Regions of the | The Middle East,
Region world The Arctic
Range /| The Himalayas,
Mountain The Alps
Series
Sea / Ocean The Arabian Sea,
The Indian Ocean
Desert / Plateau | The Sahara
/ Island Desert,
The Deccan
Plateau

River / Bay / | The Ganga, The
Lake / Gulf / | Bay of Bengal,
Canal / Delta The Suez Canal,
The Nile Delta
Planet / Group | The Earth, The
of Countries United States

Normal Use Body Parts hit on the head,
a. Swimming is beneficial for health. pain in the leg
(Swimming = subject (general activity) Musical play the guitar,
b. Reading improves knowledge Instruments play the piano
’ . 8 Imp _ g€ English The Times of
€. Walking keeps us fit. Newspaper India,
. . Names The Hindu
Rule 7: “A/An” is used before units used for Committee /| The United
counting nouns. Organisation Nations,
» Unit: Million/Billion/Hundred/  Thousand/ - The Re‘? Cross
Ordinals the  first, the
Dozen second,
» Structure: a/an + unit + plural noun the third
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Historical Dynasty The Maurya
Dynasty,
The Gupta
Dynasty
Books The Ramayana,
The Mahabharata
Battles / Events | The Battle of
Panipat,
The French
Revolution
Empire The Mughal
Empire
Caste The Kshatriyas,
The Brahmins
Historical and | Famous The Taj Mabhal,
Public buildings The Red Fort
Buildings
Historical and | Sacred texts The Vedas, The
Religious Quran, The Bible
Books
Sculpture Statues The Statue of
Liberty
National Party | Political parties | The Indian
National Congress
National and | Awards and | The Bharat Ratna,
International honors The Nobel Prize
Awards
Example
The Himalaya Range
The Vindhyan Chal Range
The Atlantic
The Pacific
The Sahara Desert
The Ganga
The Bay of Bengal
The Deccan Plateau
The Earth
The Caspian Sagar Lake
The neck
The Mouth

. The World trade Organization
The Raghuram Rajan Committee
The Nav Bharat Times

The Hindu

The First,

The Last

The Mourya

The Aaine Akbari

The battles of Panipat

The Mughal empire

The Ramayan

The White House

The Redfort

. The Sudra

aa. The BJP

bb. The Bharat Ratna
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Rule 1: If a musical instrument is used as a
singular countable noun, “a/an” is used.

Example

a. [Ihave bought a Piano (SCN).
b. She purchased a violin.

c. Isaw a flute in the shop.

Rule 2: “The” is used with inventions.
Example

d.

The telephone is a useful invention.

b. The internet connects the world.

C.

The light bulb was invented by Edison.

Note: If an invention is used as a singular

countable noun, “a/an” is used.
Example

a. [bought a computer.

b. She purchased a telephone.
c¢. He has a mobile phone.

Rule 3: Place Related Noun

1.

If the name of a place (country/state
/tehsil/village) is given, no article is used.
Example

a. India is big country.

b. He lives in Rajasthan.

Group of Countries: If a country name includes

words like United/Union/ Kingdom / Republic,

“the” is used.

Example

a. He lives in the United States.

b. She went to the United Kingdom.

c. The Republic of Korea is a developed
nation.

If a place is made specific, “the” is used.
Example

a. The station is near my house.

b. The City of Joy.

c. Patna is the Newyork of India.

If a place name is used with another place or

person’s name, generally no article is used.

Example

a. Delhi University

b. the Gandhi Park

Primary vs Secondary Use of Place

i. When used for its primary purpese, no
article is used.

ii. When used for a secondary purpose, “the
is used.

Example

a. Igotoschool daily for study. (Primary Work)

b. I went to the school to meet the teacher.
(Secondary Work)

c. He went to the hospital to see his uncle.
(Secondary Work)

b2
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Rule 4: “The” is used with community or
nationality.

Example

a. The Indian

b. The Punjabi

c. The Gujrati

d. The first European sailor to come in India in

modern time was Vasco-di- Gama.
Note: If nationality is used as a singular countable
noun, “a/an” is used.
» Structure: a/an + nationality + singular noun

Example
a. Heis an Indian.

b. She is a British girl.
c. Heis a Gujarati trader.

Rule 5: Language/ Subject Related Noun

1. No article is used with names of languages or
subjects.
Example
a. English
b. Maths

2. If the word "language" or "Translate" is used
in conjunction with a specific language, the
article "the" is used.

» Structure: the + language name +
language/translation
Example
a. The Hindi language is very sweet.
b. Translate this into the French language.
c. The translation of the Sanskrit language is

difficult.

3. If a subject is made specific (noun + of noun),
“the” is used.
Example
a. The history of India is very interesting.
b. The chemistry of this reaction is complex.
c. The geography of Rajasthan is unique.

Special Rule of Article
Rule 1: Name Related

1. No article is used with a person’s name.

2. If Mr./Mrs./Miss + surname is used (referring
to an unknown person), a/an is used before it.

» Structure: a/an + Mr./Mrs./Miss + Surname

Example
a. A Mr. Sharma wants to meet you.
b. Imet a Miss Roy yesterday.

3. If a proper noun is used as a proper adjective
(to show comparison/ quality), “a/an” is used.
Example
a) He is a Gandhi of our village.

b) She is a Lata Mangeshkar in singing.

4. If such a comparison is made superlative
(unique/ideal), “the” is used.
Example
a. He is the Gandhi of our town.
b. She is the Lata Mangeshkar of our school.
c. Ahmedabad is trying to become the next
Manchester of India.

Rule 2: Name of Meal

1. No article is used with breakfast, lunch,
dinner, brunch.
Example
a. [Ihad lunch.
b. She eats breakfast at 8.

2. If an adjective is used before them, a/an is

used.

» Structure: a/an + Adjective +
Brunch/Lunch/Breakfast/Dinner
Example

a. [Ihave taken a good lunch.
3. If "Brunch/Lunch/Breakfast/Dinner" is
specified, then "The" is used.

Example
a. [Ihave taken the lunch today.
b. The lunch which I have taken today is super.

Rule 3: “By” with Transport / Units

v" When “by” is used before a means of transport,
no article is used.

v' 'When “by” is used with a unit of measurement,
“the” is used.
Example
a. Iam going to Delhi by air.
b.You have sold apple by the kilo.

Rule 4: No article is used before material nouns,
names of sports, and diseases (in general).
1. If a material noun is made specific, the article
"The" is used.
Example
a. The ring made of the gold of America.
2. If the Name of Sports (Games) is made
specific, the article "The" is used.

Example
a. The cricket of India is very good at present
time.

b. Iam playing cricket.

3. Some diseases like mumps, measles, plague do
not take an article generally, but “the” may be
used in a specific context.

Example
a. Mumps is a contagious disease.
b. The measles outbreak was severe last year.

Rule 5: Blood relation — No article is used with

words like father, mother, uncle, aunt, etc.

1. If "father," "mother," "sister," or "brother" is

used as a title, "the" is used.

The father — Principal (Head)

The mother — Orphanage head

The sister — Head of nurse

The brother — head of criminal society.

Example

a. The mother of the child was very worried
about his health.

2. If the blood relation is specified, the article
"The" is used.
Example
a. The brother of Suresh is a nice person ever I

met.

VVVY
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Rule 6: Festival / Day / Month / Year / Week : No
article is used with these in general.
1. No article is used with these in general.
(The + Festival name + festival)
Example
a. Iam celebrating Diwali.
b. I am celebrating the Diwali festival.
2. If the date, month, year, or week is specified,
the article "the" is used.

Example
a. The date of the meeting is confirmed as 25th
March.

b. The year 2020 was marked by the pandemic.

Rule 7: “The” is always used with the superlative
degree. (The + superlative degree)

Example
a. The best student in the class received an
award.

b. The largest chunk of the bulk drug
requirement is met through cheap imports
from China.

c. Itis the most beautiful flower in the nursery.

1. If “of the two” is used in sentence. — the +
comparative degree

Example
a. Seeta is the more beautiful girl of the two
sisters.

b. Of the two sisters, she is the better.

2. If “of the two” is used — the + comparative
degree
Example
a. You will go the higher, you will feel the

colder.

Rule 8: “A” may be used with university in general

reference.

1. If the name of a person or place accompanies
the word "University," no article is used.
Example
a. Dr. Hari Singh gaur university
b. The Delhi university

2. The article 'The' is used with certain foreign

universities.

Example

a. The oxford university,
b. The Howard university

Rule 9: If two qualities are expressed about the
same person using “and,” no article is repeated.
Example
a. Kalidas was a poet and dramatist.

Rule 10: If the word 'Home' is used in a sentence,
no article is required; however, an article is used
with 'House'.

Example

a. He arrived home after dark.
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