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CHAPTER

38

Tense

Tense:

d.

Tense indicates both the time and the state of the action.

Types of tenses:

Tense Name of the Tense Identification in Hindi Helping Verbs Form of Verb

Present | Present Indefinite are,die Hidden in verb (do/does) Vits or es
Present Continuous ?ET%, ?ﬁ%, w®E is/am/are Vi +ing
Present Perfect qH ¢, Ihl ¢, b o has/have Vs
Present Perfect @@T%, T @ %, T ®E has been/ have been Vi +ing
Continuous

Past Past Indefinite o, off, & Hidden in verb (did) V2
Past Continuous gl T, T Qﬁ, T was/were Vi +ing
Past Perfect T AT, bl o, Iob o had Vs
Past Perfect | A& T, A%l off, ¥ & | had been Vi+ing
Continuous

Future | Future Indefinite m, I, will/shall Vi
Future Continuous ?%T‘(ﬁTIT, ?Tsﬁ%hﬁ, will/shall be Vi + ing
Future Perfect HT BT, Jebl BT will/shall have V3
Future Perfect | & T&T 8117, T &l gf will/shall have been V; +
Continuous ing

Action: Rule 1: The Present Indefinite Tense is used in the

1.

At a time — regular action — Indefinite tense
Continue — continues action — Continuous
tense

Done — action is complete — Perfect tense
Action continues with particular time -
Perfect continuous tense

Indefinite tense:
Present Indefinite tense:

>

The present indefinite tense (also called simple
present tense) is used to describe actions or
situations that are habitual, general truths, or
facts those are always true.

Structure

1 | Positive form Subject + Vi / V1+s/es
+ Object
2 | Negative form Subject + do/does + not
+ V1 + Object
3 | Interrogative Do/does + subject + V;
form + Object?

following situations or conditions:

>

>
>

>
>

Regular activity: Daily/ always / Regularly —
He always writes a poem.

Universal truth: — The sun rises in the east.
Hobby / Habit: — I play the guitar.

Permanent activity: Every day / every night = I
read a novel once a week.

Newspaper headlines / sports commentary: —
Sachin strikes the ball beautifully.

Temporary action: — [ am at work.

Emotions / feeling: Angry/ Hate/ Love/ Fond /
Think etc.

Example

a.
b.

Do you want me to come with you to the dentist?
We must go tomorrow because the bank is not
open on Mondays.

He goes every day for a morning walk.

Honesty is the best policy.
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Rule 2: The Present Indefinite Tense is always used

with time-expressing adverbs.

» Time expressing adverb: Never, hardly,
scarcely, seldom, often, always, often, regularly,
once a day.

Example
a. She always plays the piano in the evening.
b. They rarely visit their grandparents.

Rule 3: When future time is expressed using words

like if, unless, until, as soon as, as long as, and as

far as, the Present Indefinite Tense is always used.

Example

a. Unless aid arrives within the next few weeks
thousands will starving.

b. IfI come, I shall help him.

Rule 4: If a future plan is fixed, it is expressed in
the Present Indefinite Tense.

Example

a. The PM leaves for Mumbai next month.

Past indefinite tense:

» The past indefinite tense, also known as the
simple past tense, is used to describe actions
those happened and were completed at a
specific point in the past.

» Structure

1 | Positive form
2 | Negative form

Subject + V; + Object
Subject + did + not +
V1 + Object

3 | Interrogative Did + subject + V; +
form Object?

Rule 1: The Past Indefinite Tense is used with past

time—expressing adverbs.
» Past time expressing adverb:, ago, the day
before, last, yesterday, previous night etc.
Example
a. The thieves entered a house at night and
decamped with valuables worth Rs. 50,000.
She hung up the clothes in the closet.

c. Did you bake the chocolate cake yourself that
time?

Rule 2: The Past Indefinite Tense is used with

expressions like It’s time, It’s high time, It’s about

time, and by the time.

Example

a. She had left by the time I reached home.

b. It’s high time we renovated our old house.

c. It’s time she went to the school to bring her
children.

Rule 3: The Past Indefinite Tense is used to express

past habits, or used to and would are used with V;.

Example

a. Iplayed cricket in my childhood with my sister.

b. Biden wrote a letter to the Russian President to
restrain from war.

Rule 4: In sentences expressing an unreal or
impossible wish, which can never be fulfilled, and
which start with I wish, he/she wishes, as if, or as
though, a plural verb is used.

Example
a. If I were the prime minister of India, I would
work wonders.

Future indefinite tense:

» The future indefinite tense, also known as the
simple future tense, is used to describe actions
that will happen in the future. It is used for
predictions, promises, decisions made at the
moment of speaking, and future facts.

v Will: He/ She/ It/ They/ You / Nouns
v Shall: I/ We
1 | Positive form

Subject +will/shall+ V; +

Object
2 | Negative form Subject + will/shall+ not +
Vi + Object
3 | Interrogative Will/ shall + subject + V;
form + Object?
Example

a. We shall go for a trip to Mount Abu tomorrow.

b. Sam will go to the office tomorrow to get back his
original documents lying with the staff.

c. I shall certainly write to you when I reach
Bengaluru.

Continuous tense:
» Actions that indicate that work is continuing.

Present continuous tense:

» The present continuous tense is used to describe
actions those are happening at the moment of
speaking or actions those are happening around
the present time.

v' Is: He/ She/ It/ Noun(singular)
v" Are: You/ We/They/ Noun(plural)
v Am: 1
» Structure
1 | Positive form

Subject + is/are/am + Viyg
+ Object

Subject + is/are/am + not
+ Ving + Object

2 | Negative form

3 | Interrogative Is/are/am + subject + Viyg

form + Object?
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Example

a.

Why is he crying like that?

Rule 1: With expressions like now, nowadays, these
days, at this moment, and at this time, is/am/are +
V1 + ing is always used.

Example

a.
b.

She is working on her project at this moment.
People are using smartphones more these days.

Rule 2: The Present Continuous Tense is also used
to describe actions that are ongoing but not visible.
Example

a.
b.

Coastal area is getting submerged.
It appears to me that you are plotting against your
friends and their parents.

Past continuous tense:

>

The past continuous tense is used to talk about
actions that were happening at a specific time in
the past.
v' Was: I/He/She/It/ Noun(singular)
v" Were : we/you/ they/Noun (plural)
Structure

1 | Positive form

Subject + was/were +
Ving + Object

Subject + was/were +
not + Ving + Object
Was/were + subject +
Ving + Object?

2 | Negative form

3 | Interrogative
form

Rule 1: With expressions like those days, at that
moment, and at that time, the Past Continuous
Tense is used.

Example

a. She was studying at that moment.

b. While I was driving the car, my brother was
talking over the phone to his kid.

c. One night, a hunter was sleeping near a river
when he began to dream.

d. The tired and vexed travellers were waiting at the
airport for a long time.

e. Nithi was not feeling well, yet she decided to go
to work.

f. Which movie were you watching on television

when I called you?

Future continuous tense:

>
>
>

Will be: He/she/it /they / you/noun
Shall be: I /We
Structure

1 | Positive form

Subject + will be/shall
be + Vi, + Object
Subject + will/shall +
not + be + Viyg + Object
Will/shall + subject
+be+ Viyg + Object?

2 | Negative form

3 | Interrogative
form

Example

d.

e.

She will be writing her examination by this time
tomorrow.

I shall be playing for four hours.

In 2030, advancements in technology will be
reshaping the way we live, work and interact with
each other.

In August, she will be enjoying all the fruits her
grandmother planted last January.

Sarah will be singing at the concert on Saturday.

ules related to -ing:

is

>

>

>

There are some verbs with which the -ing form

used in continuous tenses.

Some verbs change their meaning when used
with -ing:

Note:
preposition, the -ing form is used. Example: to
seeing, with hearing.

not used; therefore, they are not normally

Verb of perception:
See/hear/think/taste/smell/recognise/notice/
prefer/ please.

Verb of thinking:
/remember/mean/know/suppose
Verb of possession:
Own/belong/comprises/contain/consist/posses
Verb of express feeling:

Hate/love/believe/
like/dislike/want/wish/desire/ trust/ agree.
Verb in general:

Look/appear/seem/require/ refuse

Think/mind

Have

v Have: Possession

v' Have+ -ing : Having: Fun or eat

See

v See: to see

v Seeing: to meet or visit

Hear

v Hear: to hear

v' Hearing: a formal listening (e.g., in
court)

Look

v Look: to see

v Looking: to look at something carefully
or in a particular direction

Feel

v Feel: to experience

v Feeling: to examine something by touch.

Appear

v' Appear: to seem

v' Appearing: to be present or to be

published

When these verbs are used after a
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Perfect tense:

» Work has already been completed.

Present perfect tense:

»> Helping Verb

v Has: He/she/it/name/noun(singular)
v Have: You/we/they/ I/ Noun (plural)

> Structure

1 | Positive form

Subject + has/have + V3
+ Object

2 | Negative form

Subject + has/have + not
+ V3 + Object

3 | Interrogative
form

Has/have + subject + V3
+ Object?

Rule 1: Just, lately, yet, already, so far, until now

are used with the Present Perfect Tense.
» Sub + have/has + just + V3 + object.
» Sub + have/has + V3 + object + lately.

Example

a. We haven't seen Rohit for the last two

months.

b. The construction of the new business school
has led to a sudden rise in the population of

our area.

c. The recent discoveries have raised hopes

about possible applications.

d. One of my friends has gone to Goa for a

Rule 1:

When, while, before, after are used with the

Past Perfect Tense.
» Past perfect + when +Past indefinite

YV V VY

Past continuous While +Past continuous
Past perfect + Before + Past indefinite
Past indefinite + After + Past perfect

Example

d.

When we went to the cinema, the film had
already started.

b. The concert had started when he reached the
venue.
c. The thief had escaped before I opened the

gate.

Future perfect tense:

> Helping Verb

v Will have: He/she/it/they /you /Noun
v" Shall have: I/'we
» Structure
1 | Positive form Subject + will/shall +
have + V3 + Object
2 | Negative form | Subject + will/shall +
not + have + V3 + Object
3 | Interrogative Will/shall + subject +
form have +V3 + Object?
Example
a. [ think Jeremy will not have saved enough

holiday.

e. Have you ever spoken to anyone about your
problems?

f.  She has been me until now so don’t rebuke
her for getting late.

g. I have sung 'Let It Go' before the crowd of

money by the time the year ends.
b. I will have reached the hotel by the time you

call me.

c. When will Nisha have finished her task?

Perfect continuous:

thousands of people.

Rule 2: Since is used as a conjunction with the

Present Perfect Tense.
Example

a. He has not taken any leave since he joined this

a. job.

Past perfect tense:

» An action that continues over a specific period of
time

v
v

Has been: He/she/it/Noun(singular)
Have been: You/they/I /we/ Noun (plural)

> When an action is described with reference to

time duration, the Perfect Continuous Tense is

» This tense is used to describe an action that was
completed before another action in the past.
v Had: I/we/you/he/she/it/they/noun

» Structure

1 | Positive form Subject + had + V3 +
Object
2 | Negative form | Subject + had + not +
V3 + Object
3 | Interrogative Had + subject + V3 +
form Object?

used.
Since For
» Point of time- | > Period of time
Morning, Evening etc. | » Number of days/
» Month/date/day/ year/ month
occasions/ seasons /year/weeks
» O’clock/AM/PM » Number of hours
» Stages of life- Youth. | > A long, the last
Childhood, oldage (with article)
» Long/last  (without
article)
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Present DEl“fECt continuous tense:
» Structure

1 | Positive Subject + has/have + been +

form Ving + Object + since/for +
time.

2 | Negative Subject + has/have + not +

form been + Vi + Object+

since/for + time.
3 | Interrogative | Has/have + subject + been

form + Ving + Object+ since/for +
time?
Example
a. I have been working here for the past ten
years.

b. For the last three years, Sunita has been
running private hostels near this university.

c. The Dutta company has not been making new
school bags since the lockdown commenced.

d. Have they been working in that particular
shop for several years?

Past perfect continuous:
> Helping Verb
v"  Had been:
He/she/it/Noun(singular)/You/they/l ~ /we/
Noun (plural)
» Structure
1 | Positive form

Subject + had + been +
Ving + Object + since/for
+ time.

2 | Negative form | Subject + had + not +
been + Vi, + Object+
since/for + time.

3 | Interrogative Had + subject + been +
form Ving + Object+ since/for
+ time?
Example

a. The coach said that Shreyas had been
practicing on the lawn tennis court.

b. He had been waiting for you since morning
but you did not turn up on time.

Future Derfect continuous:
> Helping Verb

v" Will have been:

He/she/it/you/they/Noun(singular)

v Shall have been: I/we
» Structure
1 Positive Subject + will/shall + have
form + been + Vipg + Object +
since/for + time.
2 Negative Subject + will/shall + not
form + have + been + Viy +
Object+ since/for + time.
3 Interrogati | Will/shall+ subject + have
ve form + been + Viyg + Object+
since/for + time?

Example
a. He will have been teaching here for two
years.

b. By 2023, she will have been working in the
company for three years.
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