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1.  Introduction 
 Reading comprehension is not merely the mechanical process of decoding words on a page; it is an 

active, complex cognitive process of constructing meaning from text. In the context of the West 

Bengal Primary TET, testing a candidate's reading comprehension evaluates their ability to process 

textual information, infer underlying meanings, and apply critical thinking. As an educator, 

mastering this skill is fundamental, as it dictates how effectively one can guide primary learners in 

their early literacy acquisition. 

2.  Exam-Oriented Definition 
 Reading Comprehension is the holistic cognitive ability to read a text, process its linguistic 

components, and understand its explicit and implicit meanings. For TET aspirants, it is the 

assessment of one's proficiency in vocabulary in context, syntactic parsing, logical inference, and 

the identification of central themes from unseen passages. 

3.  Core Concepts 
✓ Decoding: The ability to translate printed words into spoken language or mental representations. 

✓ Fluency: Reading with speed, accuracy, and proper expression, which frees up cognitive 

resources for comprehension. 

✓ Vocabulary Knowledge: Understanding the meaning of words in specific contexts (Lexical 

Semantics). 

✓ Schema Theory Activation: Using prior knowledge (background schema) to understand new 

textual information. 

✓ Metacognition in Reading: Thinking about one's own reading process (e.g., self-monitoring, 

re-reading when confused). 

4.  Detailed Explanation 
Reading passages in the TET examination fall into distinct categories, each requiring a specific 

analytical approach: 

✓ Factual Passage: Delivers straightforward information, data, or facts (e.g., a report on global 

warming). Focuses on Literal Comprehension. 

✓ Descriptive Passage: Paints a picture with words, focusing on sensory details and characteristics 

of a person, place, or object. 

✓ Narrative Passage: Tells a story or recounts an event, usually structured chronologically with 

characters and a plot. 

✓ Informative Passage: Explains a subject or concept educational in nature without personal bias. 

✓ Analytical/Discursive Passage: Presents arguments, opinions, or complex issues, requiring the 

reader to understand the writer's tone, logic, and critical stance. 

5.  Objectives 
✓ To evaluate the candidate's grasp of Linguistic Competence. 

✓ To assess Inferential Comprehension (reading between the lines). 

✓ To test the ability to deduce Vocabulary in Context (synonyms/antonyms). 

✓ To measure Critical Thinking and Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS). 

CHAPTER 

Reading Comprehension 
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6.  Characteristics of Effective Reading Comprehension 
✓ Interactive: A dynamic interaction between the text and the reader's background knowledge. 

✓ Strategic: Involves purposeful strategies (skimming, scanning, predicting). 

✓ Constructive: Meaning is not inherently in the text; it is constructed by the reader. 

✓ Context-Dependent: Interpretation changes based on the surrounding text and situational 

context. 

7.  Classification of Reading Sub-Skills 
✓ Skimming: Reading rapidly to get the gist or main idea (e.g., reading a newspaper headline). 

✓ Scanning: Reading rapidly to locate specific information or facts (e.g., finding a date or name). 

✓ Intensive Reading: Reading a short text closely for deep, detailed understanding (e.g., a legal 

contract or poetry). 

✓ Extensive Reading: Reading longer texts for pleasure and general fluency (e.g., a novel). 

8.  Components of Comprehension 
✓ Phonemic Awareness & Phonics: The foundational acoustic and visual matching. 

✓ Syntax: Understanding grammatical structures and sentence boundaries. 

✓ Semantics: Grasping the meaning of words and sentences. 

✓ Pragmatics: Understanding the intended meaning based on context (tone, writer's intent). 

9.  Stages / Process of Reading Comprehension 
1. Pre-Reading: Activating prior knowledge, predicting, and previewing the text. 

2. While-Reading: Monitoring comprehension, inferencing, questioning, and visualizing. 

3. Post-Reading: Summarizing, synthesizing, evaluating, and applying the information. 

10.Important Theories and Theorists 
✓ Schema Theory (Frederic Bartlett, Richard Anderson): Comprehension occurs when readers 

map new information onto existing mental frameworks (schemas). 

✓ Top-Down Processing (Kenneth Goodman): A "psycholinguistic guessing game" where 

readers use background knowledge and expectations to predict meaning. 

✓ Bottom-Up Processing (Philip Gough): Meaning is built progressively from letters → words 

→sentences →whole text. 

✓ Interactive Model (David Rumelhart): Successful reading combines both Top-Down and 

Bottom-Up processing simultaneously. 

11. Comparison Table: Skimming vs. Scanning 
Feature Skimming Scanning 

Purpose To find the Main Idea or gist. To locate Specific Facts (dates, 

names). 

Speed Very Fast (skipping details). Very Fast (ignoring unrelated info). 

Eye Movement Sweeping across paragraphs. Darting to spot keywords. 

Classroom 

Example 

Reading a book review to know the 

plot. 

Looking for a word in a dictionary. 

12. Tabular Summary: Types of Comprehension Questions 
Question Type Focus Area Action Required 

Literal Factual details stated explicitly. Locate and retrieve. 

Inferential Hidden meanings, implied ideas. Deduce using logic and text clues. 

Lexical Synonyms, Antonyms, Idioms. Analyze contextual usage. 

Evaluative Author's tone, title selection. Analyze and judge the whole text. 
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13.  Classroom Application 
 Teachers must model strategies like Think-Alouds, where they vocalize their internal thought 

process while reading. Using graphic organizers (concept maps) helps students visualize the 

structure of informative passages. 

14.  Teacher's Role 
 The teacher acts as a Facilitator and Scaffolder. Instead of simply giving meanings of difficult 

words, the teacher should guide students to use context clues to derive meanings independently. 

15.  Learner's Role 
 The learner must be an Active Constructor of meaning, constantly questioning the text, adjusting 

predictions, and connecting the text to real-world experiences. 

16.  Educational Significance 
 Strong reading comprehension is the gateway to all other academic subjects. Without it, learners 

cannot decode math word problems, grasp scientific concepts, or understand historical narratives. 

17.  Advantages 
✓ Enhances cognitive flexibility and critical thinking. 

✓ Expands working vocabulary exponentially. 

✓ Builds empathy and cultural awareness through diverse narratives. 

18.  Limitations 
✓ Comprehension is difficult to assess objectively, as interpretations can be subjective. 

✓ Heavy reliance on background knowledge can disadvantage culturally diverse or marginalized 

learners. 

19.  Exam Focus Box 
 WBTET EXAM HACK: When asked for the Main Idea or a Suitable Title, do not select an option 

that only focuses on one paragraph. The correct answer must encompass the entire passage. Always 

read the first and last sentences of the passage carefully; they usually contain the thesis statement or 

conclusion. 

20.  Remember Box 
 CRITICAL RULE: For Vocabulary in Context (Synonyms/Antonyms), NEVER choose the literal 

dictionary meaning if it doesn't fit the specific sentence in the passage. The context dictates the 

meaning. 

21. Smart Notes 
✓ Intensive Reading = Accuracy & Detail. 

✓ Extensive Reading = Fluency & Pleasure. 

✓ Deductive Reasoning = General to Specific (used in applying rules). 

✓ Inductive Reasoning = Specific to General (used in finding themes). 

22.  One-Liner Facts (Minimum 20) 
1. Reading is a receptive skill, alongside listening. 

2. Comprehension is a meaning-making process. 

3. Skimming involves reading for the gist. 

4. Scanning involves reading for specific information. 

5. Bottom-up model starts with phonemes and letters. 

6. Top-down model starts with background knowledge. 
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7. Schema refers to the mental structures of preconceived ideas. 

8. Metacognition is "thinking about thinking" during reading. 

9. Sight words are words recognized instantly without decoding. 

10. Reading fluency bridges the gap between word recognition and comprehension. 

11. Inferential questions require reading "between the lines". 

12. Critical reading requires reading "beyond the lines". 

13. Literal comprehension requires reading "on the lines". 

14. An analytical passage breaks down a complex issue. 

15. A narrative passage includes characters, setting, and plot. 

16. Vocabulary taught in context is retained longer than isolated word lists. 

17. Graphic organizers aid visual learners in text comprehension. 

18. Intensive reading is strictly goal-oriented and teacher-directed. 

19. Extensive reading promotes learner autonomy. 

20. The Interactive Model of reading is currently accepted as the most accurate by applied linguists. 

23.  Chapter Summary 
Reading Comprehension involves decoding text and integrating it with prior knowledge to construct 

meaning. It requires mastery of vocabulary, syntax, and specific reading strategies (skimming, 

scanning). In the TET exam, candidates are tested on literal, inferential, and evaluative levels through 

diverse passage types. 

24.  Quick Revision Notes 
✓ Passage Types: Factual (data), Narrative (story), Descriptive (visual), Discursive (argument). 

✓ Reading Strategies: Skimming (gist), Scanning (specifics), Intensive (deep), Extensive 

(pleasure). 

✓ Models: Bottom-Up (Text-driven), Top-Down (Reader-driven), Interactive (Both). 

25.  Last Minute Revision Sheet 
✓ Check the tone: Is the author Objective, Sarcastic, Critical, or Informative? 

✓ Contextual Vocabulary: Replace the word in the sentence with the options given to see which fits 

grammatically and logically. 

✓ Theme Identification: Look for repeated concepts or keywords. 

 

Special Requirements for Reading Comprehension 

Passage Analysis & Model Practice Set 
Directions: Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow. 

Modern education relies heavily on technology. However, the digital divide remains a glaring issue. While 

affluent students access high-speed internet and interactive learning platforms, students from lower socio-

economic backgrounds often lack basic digital infrastructure. This disparity does not merely affect 

academic grades; it limits future employment opportunities and perpetuates a cycle of poverty. Educators 

argue that internet access should be classified as a fundamental right rather than a privilege, ensuring 

equitable educational ecosystems. 

1.  Main Idea Detection: What is the central theme of the passage? 

A) The benefits of modern educational technology. 

B) The necessity of high-speed internet in schools. 

C) The inequality caused by the digital divide in education. 

D) The future employment opportunities for affluent students. 

Solution: C. The passage discusses technology but pivots to the "glaring issue" of the digital divide 

and its long-term negative effects on marginalized students. 
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2.  Contextual Meaning: The word "perpetuates" in the passage most nearly means: 

A) Stops completely B) Continues indefinitely 

C) Analyzes deeply D) Changes suddenly 

Solution: B. In the context of a "cycle of poverty," perpetuates means to make something continue 

indefinitely. 

3.  Inferential Question: What can be inferred about the author's stance on internet access? 

A) It should be monetized by schools. B) It is a luxury that only some can afford. 

C) It is essential for social and economic equality. D) It is detrimental to traditional learning. 

Solution: C. The author notes that lack of access limits employment and causes poverty, and supports 

classifying it as a "fundamental right," implying it is essential for equality. 

4.  Analytical Question: How does the digital divide affect students beyond their school years? 

A) It prevents them from buying computers. B) It restricts their future career prospects. 

C) It stops them from socializing online. D) It forces them to read printed books. 

Solution: B. The text explicitly states it "limits future employment opportunities." 

5.  HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills): Which of the following, if true, would most weaken the 

educators' argument mentioned in the last sentence? 

A) Traditional offline education produces better cognitive results than digital platforms. 

B) Internet providers are willing to lower costs for schools. 

C) Affluent students also face distractions when using the internet. 

D) The government is planning to distribute free books. 

Solution: A. The educators argue for internet as a right for equitable ecosystems. If offline education 

is proven significantly superior, the urgency of internet access as a "fundamental right" for educational 

quality is weakened. 

Previous Year Question Section (West Bengal Primary Tet Pyq) 

1.  Reading for comprehension can be best achieved through:  (WBTET 2014) 

A) Speaking words softly while reading 

B) Reading silently and asking questions to oneself 

C) Reading aloud in the class 

D) Learning the rules of grammar strictly 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Silent reading promotes deep cognitive processing, and self-questioning 

(metacognition) actively engages the reader with the text, leading to better comprehension. 

2.  Skimming a text means:   (WBTET 2017) 

A) Reading for specific details 

B) Reading for the central idea 

C) Reading aloud with correct pronunciation 

D) Ignoring the text completely 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Skimming is a fast reading technique used to get the general overview or gist 

(central idea) of a text. 

3.  To find a specific piece of information, such as a date or a name, the appropriate reading strategy 

is: (WBTET 2022) 

A) Skimming B) Scanning C) Extensive reading D) Choral reading 

Answer: B 

 Detailed Explanation: Scanning involves moving eyes quickly across the text to locate specific facts 

without reading every word. 
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4.  When a reader uses their prior knowledge to understand a new text, they are utilizing:  

(WBTET 2017) 

A) Syntactic knowledge  B) Semantic knowledge 

C) Schema  D) Phonetics 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: In reading psychology, 'Schema' refers to the cognitive framework or 

background knowledge that helps organize and interpret new information. 

5.  Extensive reading is mainly intended to promote:   (WBTET 2014) 

A) Accurate spelling  B) Detailed grammatical analysis 

C) Reading for pleasure and fluency D) Rote memorization 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Extensive reading involves reading large quantities of text for general 

understanding, enjoyment, and developing reading speed. 

6.  The "Bottom-Up" model of reading starts with:   (WBTET 2022) 

A) Background knowledge B) Sentences and paragraphs 

C) Letters and sounds (Phonemes) D) Contextual guessing 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: The bottom-up model posits that reading begins with decoding the smallest 

units (letters/sounds) and building up to words, phrases, and sentences. 

7.  "Reading between the lines" refers to:    (WBTET Model Paper) 

A) Literal comprehension B) Inferential comprehension 

C) Lexical comprehension D) Skipping lines while reading 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Inferential comprehension requires the reader to deduce meanings that are 

implied but not explicitly stated in the text. 

8.  Which of the following is NOT a characteristic of a good reading test?  (WBTET 2017) 

A) Validity B) Reliability C) Subjectivity D) Objectivity 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: A good test must be valid and reliable. Subjectivity leads to bias in evaluation, 

which invalidates standardized testing. 

9.  While reading an unseen passage, if a student guesses the meaning of a difficult word from the 

words around it, they are using:    (WBTET 2014) 

A) Syntactic cues B) Context clues C) Phonic cues D) Morphological cues 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Context clues are hints found within a sentence, paragraph, or passage that a 

reader can use to understand the meaning of new or unfamiliar words. 

10. In a reading comprehension test, finding the 'Antonym' of a word tests a candidate's:  

(WBTET 2022) 

A) Phonemic awareness  B) Lexical knowledge 

C) Grammatical competence D) Discursive knowledge 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Lexical knowledge refers to vocabulary and the understanding of word 

meanings, synonyms, and antonyms. 

11. Which reading method is most appropriate for a legal document?   (WBTET Model Paper) 

A) Skimming B) Scanning C) Intensive Reading D) Extensive Reading 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Legal documents require careful, detailed, and accurate reading to extract 

exact meanings, which is the definition of intensive reading. 
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12. A passage that tells a story with a plot and characters is known as:   (WBTET 2017) 

A) Descriptive B) Analytical C) Narrative D) Informative 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Narrative passages recount events or tell a story chronologically. 

13. The main purpose of teaching reading in early grades is to transition students from:  

(WBTET 2014)  A) Reading to learn to learning to read 

B) Learning to read to reading to learn C) Speaking to writing 

D) Listening to speaking 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: In primary stages, children "learn to read" (decode). In later stages, they use 

that skill to "read to learn" (comprehend subjects). 

14. Metacognition in reading involves: (WBTET 2022) 

A) Reading loudly  B) Ignoring punctuation 

C) Monitoring one's own understanding D) Memorizing the passage 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Metacognition is thinking about one's own cognitive processes, such as 

realizing you didn't understand a paragraph and deciding to re-read it. 

15. If a passage heavily relies on data, percentages, and objective reporting, it is:  

(WBTET Model Paper) 

A) Factual B) Imaginative C) Literary D) Fictional 

Answer: A 

Detailed Explanation: Factual passages present objective truths, statistics, and verifiable data without 

personal opinion. 

 

Practice Question (Q) Section 

Easy Level 
1.  What is the primary goal of reading comprehension? 

A) Pronouncing words correctly B) Understanding the meaning of the text 

C) Reading at a very high speed D) Memorizing grammatical rules 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: The ultimate objective of any reading activity is to extract and construct 

meaning from the text. 

2.  Which reading technique would you use to find a specific telephone number in a directory? 

A) Skimming B) Scanning C) Intensive Reading D) Extensive Reading 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Scanning is used to locate specific, distinct facts quickly. 

3.  Reading a novel on a Sunday afternoon for pleasure is an example of: 

A) Intensive Reading B) Skimming C) Extensive Reading D) Scanning 

Correct Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Extensive reading focuses on reading large amounts of material for enjoyment 

and overall understanding. 

4.  Vocabulary questions in a comprehension test evaluate: 

A) Spelling B) Pronunciation C) Lexical skills D) Handwriting 

Correct Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Lexicon refers to the vocabulary of a language. Evaluating vocabulary tests 

lexical skills. 
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5.  A passage describing the physical beauty of the Taj Mahal is: 

A) Narrative B) Descriptive C) Analytical D) Argumentative 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Descriptive texts focus on sensory details to create a visual image in the 

reader's mind. 

6.  What does 'gist' mean in reading? 

A) Detailed meaning  B) Hidden meaning 

C) General idea or central theme D) Grammatical structure 

Correct Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: The gist is the broad, overall meaning of a piece of text. 

7.  Which of the following is a receptive language skill? 

A) Speaking B) Writing C) Reading D) Acting 

Correct Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Reading and listening are receptive skills (receiving input), while speaking 

and writing are productive skills (generating output). 

8.  When we read a newspaper headline rapidly to know the day's news, we are: 

A) Scanning B) Skimming C) Decoding D) Encoding 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Skimming is used to quickly grasp the main idea of a text without reading 

every word. 

9.  The word 'Context' in reading refers to: 

A) The dictionary definition of a word 

B) The words and sentences surrounding a specific word 

C) The author's biography 

D) The publication date of the text 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Context is the textual environment of a word that helps determine its specific 

meaning in that instance. 

10. Literal comprehension questions can be answered by: 

A) Guessing the author's mood B) Finding the exact words in the text 

C) Applying outside knowledge D) Analyzing sentence structure 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Literal questions deal with explicitly stated facts that can be directly pointed 

out in the passage. 

Moderate Level 

11. Which model of reading is described as a 'psycholinguistic guessing game'? 

A) Bottom-up model B) Top-down model C) Interactive model D) Phonics model 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Kenneth Goodman termed the top-down model this way because readers use 

their prior knowledge to predict and guess text meaning. 

12. Identifying the 'Author's Tone' falls under which level of comprehension? 

A) Literal B) Evaluative / Critical C) Phonological D) Syntactic 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Determining tone requires analyzing word choice and underlying attitude, 

which is a higher-order critical thinking skill. 
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13. A student is struggling to understand a passage because they lack knowledge about the cultural 

festival described. The student is facing an issue with: 

A) Syntax B) Phonemes C) Schema D) Decoding 

Correct Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Schema is background knowledge. Without the relevant cultural schema, 

comprehension breaks down even if decoding is successful. 

14. In reading, 'predicting' is a strategy mostly used: 

A) Only after reading the text B) During the Pre-reading and While-reading stages 

C) Only during exams  D) While writing a summary 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Readers predict what a text will be about before reading (using titles/pictures) 

and adjust predictions while reading. 

15. What is the role of 'Sight Words' in reading comprehension? 

A) They slow down reading speed 

B) They are impossible to memorize 

C) They facilitate fluency by allowing instant recognition 

D) They are only used in complex analytical passages 

Correct Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Sight words are high-frequency words recognized instantly, which improves 

reading speed and frees up cognitive load for comprehension. 

16. An 'Analytical Passage' is best characterized by: 

A) A sequence of chronological events B) A logical examination of a problem or concept 

C) Sensory adjectives and vivid imagery D) Emotional storytelling 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Analytical writing breaks down complex issues, examines parts, and evaluates 

arguments logically. 

17. If a teacher asks, "What do you think will happen next?", she is developing the students': 

A) Inferencing and predicting skills B) Literal recall skills 

C) Vocabulary skills  D) Grammar skills 

Correct Answer: A 

Detailed Explanation: Asking what happens next forces students to use text clues to logically infer 

and predict future events. 

18. 'Interactive Model' of reading implies interaction between: 

A) The teacher and the student B) The student and their peers 

C) Bottom-up and Top-down processing D) Reading and Writing 

Correct Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Rumelhart's interactive model states that readers simultaneously use decoding 

(bottom-up) and background knowledge (top-down). 

19. A 'Graphic Organizer' helps in reading comprehension by: 

A) Improving pronunciation 

B) Visually structuring and mapping the relationships between ideas 

C) Teaching spelling rules 

D) Providing dictionary meanings 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Tools like Venn diagrams or mind maps visually organize information, making 

complex texts easier to comprehend. 
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20. Which of the following barriers most severely impedes reading comprehension for a second 

language learner? 

A) Fast reading speed  B) Limited lexical semantics (vocabulary) 

C) Loud reading environment D) Perfect grammatical knowledge 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: A limited vocabulary is the primary barrier to understanding a second language 

text, as unknown words block meaning construction. 

Advanced Level 

21. According to the Constructivist approach to reading: 

A) Meaning is embedded in the text and merely extracted by the reader. 

B) Meaning is actively built by the reader integrating text with prior knowledge. 

C) Reading is purely a behaviorist habit formation. 

D) Comprehension is secondary to perfect phonetic decoding. 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Constructivism (Piaget, Vygotsky) posits that learners actively construct 

meaning based on their unique experiences and schemas. 

22. 'Semantic mapping' is a strategy primarily used to enhance: 

A) Syntactic accuracy  B) Phonological awareness 

C) Vocabulary and conceptual understanding D) Reading speed 

Correct Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Semantic mapping visually displays relationships among words and concepts, 

deeply enhancing vocabulary acquisition and conceptual links. 

23. In an unseen passage, the question "Which of the following would the author most likely agree 

with?" tests: 

A) Factual retention  B) Applied inferential logic 

C) Skimming ability  D) Lexical isolation 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: This is a high-level inferential question. The reader must synthesize the 

author's stance and apply that logic to a new, hypothetical statement. 

24. What is the fundamental difference between 'Inferencing' and 'Assuming' in reading? 

A) Inferencing is based on text evidence; assuming lacks text evidence. 

B) Assuming is logical; inferencing is emotional. 

C) They are exact synonyms in pedagogy. 

D) Inferencing is a bottom-up skill; assuming is top-down. 

Correct Answer: A 

Detailed Explanation: A valid inference in reading must be supported by clues derived directly from 

the text, whereas an assumption is a guess without textual backing. 

25. A teacher uses a 'Think-Aloud' protocol during reading. The primary educational objective is 

to: 

A) Test the students' listening skills. 

B) Model metacognitive strategies and cognitive monitoring. 

C) Enforce strict classroom discipline. 

D) Evaluate students' oral fluency. 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: By vocalizing thought processes ("I'm confused here, let me re-read..."), the 

teacher models metacognition so students can adopt these internal strategies. 
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26. The 'Cloze Test' is a technique used in reading assessment where: 

A) Students read a text with missing words and must fill in the blanks using context. 

B) Students read aloud to a panel of examiners. 

C) Students write a summary of a passage from memory. 

D) Students match words with their dictionary definitions. 

Correct Answer: A 

Detailed Explanation: A Cloze test removes words at regular intervals. It assesses reading 

comprehension and grammatical competence by forcing readers to use context clues. 

27. An 'Informative text' is characterized by its: 

A) Subjective bias and emotional language B) Objective tone, facts, and expository structure 

C) Use of first-person narrative D) Heavy reliance on metaphorical language 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Informative or expository texts aim to educate the reader objectively without 

personal bias, using clear, factual structures. 

28. Which theoretical framework argues that reading difficulties often stem from a mismatch 

between the cultural schema of the text and the cultural schema of the reader? 

A) Behaviourism B) Schema Theory C) Generative Grammar D) Audio-Lingualism 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Schema theory highlights that readers rely on background cultural knowledge; 

a mismatch leads to comprehension failure despite linguistic competence. 

29. The process of 'Synthesizing' in reading comprehension involves: 

A) Breaking down a text into individual words 

B) Identifying synonyms only 

C) Combining new information with existing knowledge to form a new, original perspective 

D) Reading a passage backwards to check spelling 

Correct Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Synthesis is a high-level cognitive skill (top of Bloom's Taxonomy) where the 

reader merges text information with their schema to create a novel understanding. 

30. When a TET question asks for the 'Most Appropriate Title' of a passage, the answer must: 

A) Highlight an interesting minor detail 

B) Reflect the overarching theme and main idea of the entire text 

C) Be a direct quote from the first paragraph 

D) Focus only on the author's background 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: A title acts as a summary of the central theme. It must be broad enough to 

cover the whole passage but specific enough not to be vague. 

Tet Exam Booster Notes 
➢ Frequently Asked Concepts: The difference between Skimming (Gist) and Scanning (Specific Info) 

is the most repeated concept in WBTET. 

➢ Most Expected Questions: Questions identifying "Author's Tone" (e.g., Optimistic, Cynical, 

Objective) and "Main Idea" are guaranteed to appear. 

➢ Examiner Favourite Areas: The application of Schema Theory in practical classroom scenarios. 

Examiners love questions where a student uses prior knowledge. 

➢ Common Mistakes Made by Students: 

✓ Choosing a Synonym/Antonym based on general dictionary meaning rather than how the word is 

used in the specific sentence (Contextual Meaning). 

✓ Selecting a "Main Idea" option that only applies to a single paragraph, not the whole passage. 

➢ Last 10 Year Trend Analysis: Unseen passages have shifted from simple story-based narratives (pre-

2015) to more complex Analytical and Discursive passages dealing with education, environment, and 

social issues (2017-2022). HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills) questions are increasing. 
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1. Introduction 
In the realm of English Language Teaching (ELT), understanding how a child develops language is 

the cornerstone of effective pedagogy. For a West Bengal Primary TET aspirant, mastering the 

psychological and linguistic foundations of language development is non-negotiable. A teacher must 

know whether they are forcing a child to learn rules mechanically or fostering an environment where 

the child can acquire the language naturally. This chapter bridges the gap between theoretical 

linguistics and practical classroom application. 

2.  Exam-Oriented Definition 
✓ Language Acquisition: It is the subconscious, natural process of picking up a language through 

communication and exposure, much like how a child learns their mother tongue without formal 

grammar instruction. 

✓ Language Learning: It is the conscious, formal, and structured process of acquiring a language, 

focusing on explicit grammatical rules, vocabulary memorization, and error correction, typically 

in a classroom setting. 

3.  Core Concepts 
✓ Target Language (L2): The language a learner is aiming to learn (in the WBTET context, 

English). 

✓ Mother Tongue / First Language (L1): The native language acquired naturally from birth (e.g., 

Bengali, Santhali). 

✓ LAD (Language Acquisition Device): A hypothetical brain mechanism proposed by Noam 

Chomsky that enables humans to acquire language naturally. 

✓ Universal Grammar (UG): The theory that all human languages share a common underlying 

structural basis innate to the human brain. 

✓ Comprehensible Input :Language input that is just slightly more advanced than the learner’s 

current level of proficiency. 

4.  Detailed Explanation 
 Language development is not a monolithic process; it differs vastly based on age and environment. 

✓ First Language Acquisition: Occurs in infants. It is instinctual, rapid, and requires no direct 

instruction. Children deduce the complex rules of their mother tongue simply by being immersed 

in a language-rich environment. 

✓ Second Language Acquisition (SLA): Occurs when a person acquires a language after their 

first language is established. SLA can be natural (picking up Hindi by living in Delhi) or 

instructed (learning English in a WBTET classroom). 

✓ Second Language Learning: The formal study of L2, heavily reliant on textbooks, grammar 

translation, and conscious memorization. It often leads to 'knowing about' the language rather 

than 'knowing how to use' it. 

5.  Objectives 
✓ To distinguish between the natural, subconscious mechanism (Acquisition) and the formal, 

conscious mechanism (Learning). 
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✓ To understand major linguistic theories and apply them to create an acquisition-rich environment 

for primary learners. 

✓ To identify the stages of child language development for age-appropriate teaching. 

6.  Characteristics 
 Characteristics of Acquisition: 

✓ Implicit and Subconscious. 

✓ Focuses on meaning and communication, not form. 

✓ Does not require explicit teaching of grammatical rules. 

✓ Produces conversational fluency. 

 Characteristics of Learning: 

✓ Explicit and Conscious. 

✓ Focuses on form, syntax, and grammatical rules. 

✓ Teacher-directed and heavily structured. 

✓ Produces analytical knowledge of the language. 

7.  Classification of Language Development 
✓ L1 Acquisition: Universal, highly successful, age-dependent (Critical Period). 

✓ L2 Acquisition: Variable success, influenced by L1 interference, motivation, and affective 

factors. 

✓ Foreign Language Learning: Learning a language in an environment where it is not commonly 

spoken outside the classroom (e.g., learning French in West Bengal). 

8.  Components of the Acquisition Process 
1. Input: The language the learner is exposed to (listening/reading). 

2. Intake: The portion of the input that the learner successfully processes and internalizes. 

3. Affective Filter: The emotional variables (anxiety, motivation, self-confidence) that can block 

or facilitate intake. 

4. Output: The language the learner produces (speaking/writing). 

9.  Stages / Process of First Language Acquisition 
1. Cooing (6 weeks - 3 months): Production of vowel-like sounds. 

2. Babbling (4 - 6 months): Combination of consonants and vowels (e.g., ba-ba, ma-ma). 

3. Holophrastic / One-Word Stage (12 - 18 months): Single words expressing a complete idea 

(e.g., "Milk!" meaning "I want milk"). 

4. Two-Word Stage (18 - 24 months): Mini-sentences lacking grammatical markers (e.g., "Doggie 

bark"). 

5. Telegraphic Stage (24 - 30 months): Sentences composed of essential content words, omitting 

function words (e.g., "Daddy go work now"). 

10.  Important Theories and Theorists 
✓ Noam Chomsky (Nativist / Innatist Theory): Argues that children are born with an innate 

biological capacity to learn language. He introduced the LAD (Language Acquisition Device) 

and Universal Grammar (UG). Chomsky criticized Behaviourism, stating imitation cannot 

account for children generating entirely new, never-heard-before sentences. 

✓ Stephen Krashen (Monitor Model): The most influential theorist for L2 teaching. Proposed 5 

hypotheses: 

1. Acquisition-Learning Hypothesis: Acquisition is superior to learning. 

2. Monitor Hypothesis: Learned grammar only acts as an editor (monitor) to correct speech, 

which slows down fluency. 
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3. Natural Order Hypothesis: Grammatical rules are acquired in a predictable, natural sequence, 

regardless of teaching order. 

4. Input Hypothesis: Learners progress when they receive Comprehensible Input  

5. Affective Filter Hypothesis: High anxiety/low motivation raises a mental block (filter), 

preventing acquisition. 

✓ B.F. Skinner (Behaviourist Theory): Argues that language is learned through Operant 

Conditioning—imitation, practice, reinforcement (rewards), and habit formation. 

✓ Jean Piaget (Cognitive Theory): Believes language development is inextricably linked to 

cognitive development. A child must understand a concept (e.g., object permanence) before they 

can use the language to describe it. 

✓ Lev Vygotsky (Constructivist / Socio-Cultural Theory): Emphasizes social interaction. 

Children learn language through interacting with more knowledgeable others (adults/peers) 

within their Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD). 

11.  Comparison Table: Acquisition vs. Learning 
Feature Language Acquisition Language Learning 

Nature Subconscious / Natural Conscious / Artificial 

Focus Meaning and Communication Form and Grammar Rules 

Method Implicit (picking it up) Explicit (studying rules) 

Environment Informal (Home / Society) Formal (School / Classroom) 

Error Correction Rarely corrected, meaning is priority Frequently corrected to ensure accuracy 

Result Fluency and native-like intuition Accuracy and theoretical knowledge 

12.  Tabular Summary of Language Theories 
Theorist Theory Name Core Concept for TET Exam 

Noam 

Chomsky 

Nativist / 

Innatist 

LAD, Universal Grammar (UG), Innate capacity. 

B.F. Skinner Behaviourism Imitation, Habit formation, Stimulus-Response-

Reinforcement. 

Stephen 

Krashen 

Monitor 

Model 

Comprehensible Input ($i+1$), Affective Filter, Acquisition > 

Learning. 

Lev Vygotsky Socio-cultural Social interaction, Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD), 

Scaffolding. 

Jean Piaget Cognitive Cognitive development precedes language development 

(Assimilation/Accommodation). 

13.  Classroom Application 
 In a primary classroom, teachers must lower the Affective Filter by creating a stress-free, engaging 

environment. Rote learning of grammar should be replaced by storytelling, role-plays, and language 

games to provide Comprehensible Input, facilitating natural acquisition of English. 

14.  Teacher's RoleThe teacher is a Provider of Input and a Facilitator. According to Vygotsky, the 

teacher provides Scaffolding—temporary support to help the child achieve what they cannot do 

alone. 

15.  Learner's Role 
 The learner is an active participant. In the Nativist view, the learner is a hypothesis tester, naturally 

working out the rules of the language. In the Constructivist view, the learner is a social agent 

constructing knowledge through interaction. 
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16.  Educational Significance 
 Understanding these theories prevents educators from forcing developmentally inappropriate 

grammar drills on young children. It shifts the paradigm from strict 'error correction' to 'meaningful 

communication'. 

17.  Advantages of the Acquisition Approach 
✓ Builds long-term conversational fluency. 

✓ Reduces classroom anxiety (low affective filter). 

✓ Mimics the natural success rate of mother-tongue development. 

18.  Limitations of the Learning Approach 
✓ Heavy focus on grammar translates to hesitant, slow speakers who constantly 'monitor' their 

speech for errors. 

✓ Does not guarantee the ability to communicate in real-time spontaneous situations. 

19.  Exam Focus Box 
 WBTET EXAM HACK: > * If the question mentions "Innate," "Biological," or "Inborn," the 

answer is almost always Chomsky. 

✓ If the question mentions "Imitation," "Habit formation," or "Reinforcement," the answer is 

Skinner. 

✓ If the question asks what blocks learning, look for Affective Filter (Krashen). 

20.  Remember Box 
KEY ACRONYMS TO MEMORIZE: 

✓ LAD: Language Acquisition Device (Chomsky) 

✓ UG: Universal Grammar (Chomsky) 

✓ ZPD: Zone of Proximal Development (Vygotsky) 

✓ $i+1$: Comprehensible Input (Krashen) 

21.  Smart Notes 
✓ Acquisition = Subconscious = Fluency. 

✓ Learning = Conscious = Accuracy. 

✓ Skinner = Behaviour. Chomsky = Brain. Piaget = Cognition. Vygotsky = Society. 

22.  One-Liner Facts (Minimum 20) 
1. Language acquisition is a subconscious process. 

2. Language learning requires formal instruction and conscious effort. 

3. Noam Chomsky proposed that humans are genetically pre-wired for language. 

4. The Language Acquisition Device (LAD) is a hypothetical tool in the brain. 

5. Universal Grammar suggests all languages share fundamental structural rules. 

6. B.F. Skinner believed language is acquired through operant conditioning. 

7. Vygotsky emphasized that language develops through social interaction. 

8. The Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) is the gap between what a learner can do 

independently and with guidance. 

9. Scaffolding is the temporary support given by a teacher or peer (Vygotsky). 

10. Piaget believed a child must understand a concept before articulating it. 

11. Stephen Krashen's theory is the most applied in Second Language Acquisition (SLA). 

12. Comprehensible Input ($i+1$) means language just slightly above the learner's level. 

13. A high Affective Filter acts as a mental block to language acquisition. 

14. Anxiety, low self-esteem, and lack of motivation raise the Affective Filter. 
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15. The 'Holophrastic stage' involves using one word to express a complete thought. 

16. The 'Telegraphic stage' omits function words like prepositions and articles. 

17. First language acquisition is universally successful among neurologically typical children. 

18. Explicit grammar teaching falls under language 'learning', not 'acquisition'. 

19. According to Krashen, 'learning' cannot turn into 'acquisition'. 

20. The 'Critical Period Hypothesis' suggests there is an optimal biological window for acquiring 

language easily. 

23.  Chapter Summary 
Language Acquisition is a natural, subconscious process driven by innate biological mechanisms 

(Chomsky) and meaningful input (Krashen), producing fluency. Language Learning is a formal, 

conscious process focusing on rules, producing accuracy. Modern ELT methodologies for primary 

education heavily favor creating an acquisition-rich, low-anxiety environment utilizing 

comprehensible input and social interaction (Vygotsky). 

24.  Quick Revision Notes 
✓ Chomsky: Innate, LAD, UG. 

✓ Skinner: Habit, Imitation, Reward. 

✓ Vygotsky: Social, ZPD, Scaffolding. 

✓ Krashen: Subconscious Acquisition > Conscious Learning; $i+1$; Low Affective Filter. 

25.  Last Minute Revision Sheet 
✓ Is the child memorizing rules? →Learning. 

✓ Is the child picking up language by playing with peers? →Acquisition. 

✓ Who said language is a habit? →Skinner. 

✓ Who said humans have an innate grammar template? →Chomsky. 
 

Previous Year Question (Q) Section (West Bengal Primary Tet Pyq) 

1.  Language acquisition occurs only when:   (WBTET 2014) 

A) The child is taught the rules of grammar 

B) The child is given an award 

C) The child has exposure to the language in a natural environment 

D) The child absorbs the language without conscious attention 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Acquisition requires meaningful interaction in a natural setting (exposure), 

independent of formal grammatical instruction. 

2.  According to Noam Chomsky, children are born with an innate ability to acquire language. This 

mechanism is called:   (WBTET 2017) 

A) Language Adaptation Device B) Language Acquisition Device 

C) Language Assessment Device D) Language Assimilation Device 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: The Language Acquisition Device (LAD) is Chomsky's concept of an 

instinctive mental capacity enabling infants to acquire and produce language. 

3.  Providing students with 'Comprehensible Input' slightly above their current level is a concept 

given by:   (WBTET 2022) 

A) B.F. Skinner B) Jean Piaget C) Stephen Krashen D) Lev Vygotsky 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Krashen's Input Hypothesis states that learners progress when they receive 

input that is one step beyond their current linguistic competence ($i+1$). 
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4.  A child says, "I goed to the park." This is an example of:  (WBTET Model Paper) 

A) Lack of intelligence  B) Overgeneralization of a grammatical rule 

C) Mother tongue interference D) Behaviourist conditioning 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: The child has acquired the rule that "-ed" makes past tense and logically, but 

incorrectly, applied it to an irregular verb (go). This supports Chomsky's theory that children deduce 

rules rather than just imitate. 

5.  Which of the following is a characteristic of Language Learning?   (WBTET 2014) 

A) It is a subconscious process B) It relies on formal instruction 

C) It occurs naturally in the home environment D) It prioritizes fluency over accuracy 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Language learning is conscious and heavily reliant on explicit teaching of rules 

in a formal setting. 

6.  'Affective Filter' in language acquisition refers to:   (WBTET 2017) 

A) The grammatical complexity of the text 

B) The emotional factors that influence language learning 

C) The biological age of the learner 

D) The audio-visual aids used in class 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Krashen’s Affective Filter encompasses motivation, self-confidence, and 

anxiety. A high filter blocks input from becoming intake. 

7.  "Language is learned through imitation and reinforcement." Which theory supports this?  

(WBTET 2022) 

A) Cognitive Theory B) Constructivist Theory C) Behaviourist Theory D) Nativist Theory 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: B.F. Skinner’s Behaviourism asserts that language is a learned behavior 

conditioned through stimuli, imitation, and rewards. 

8.  According to Vygotsky, learning takes place through:   (WBTET 2017) 

A) Genetic inheritance  B) Social interaction 

C) Trial and error  D) Unconscious assimilation 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Vygotsky's Socio-Cultural theory posits that cognitive and language 

development are fundamentally social processes. 

9.  The stage where a child uses a single word to convey a complete sentence's meaning is called:  

(WBTET 2014) 

A) Babbling B) Telegraphic stage C) Holophrastic stage D) Cooing 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: The Holophrastic (one-word) stage occurs around 12-18 months, where 

"Juice!" means "I want juice." 

10. Scaffolding in language teaching refers to:   (WBTET Model Paper) 

A) Punishing the child for grammatical errors 

B) Providing temporary support to help a learner achieve a task 

C) Forcing students to memorize vocabulary lists 

D) Ignoring the slow learners in the class 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Scaffolding (a Vygotskian concept) is the instructional support provided by a 

teacher or peer that is gradually removed as the student becomes independent. 
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11.  Universal Grammar (UG) assumes that:    (WBTET 2022) 

A) All languages share a common underlying structure innate to humans 

B) Grammar must be taught universally in all primary schools 

C) Children learn grammar through environmental conditioning 

D) English grammar applies to all other languages 

Answer: A 

Detailed Explanation: Chomsky's UG theory claims humans possess a genetic template containing 

the basic principles of all human languages. 

12. According to Piaget, language development depends on:   (WBTET 2017) 

A) Social interaction  B) Innate biological devices 

C) Cognitive development D) Reinforcement 

Answer: C 

Detailed Explanation: Piaget argued that language is a reflection of a child's cognitive development; 

thought precedes language. 

13. In the context of language, 'L1' refers to:    (WBTET 2014) 

A) First Language / Mother Tongue B) The first lesson in the textbook 

C) Level 1 proficiency  D) Lingua Franca 

Answer: A 

Detailed Explanation: L1 universally stands for a learner's first language, native language, or mother 

tongue. 

14. A teacher using real-life situations and games to teach English is promoting:  

(WBTET Model Paper) 

A) Rote learning  B) Language acquisition 

C) Grammar translation  D) Memorization 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Real-life situations and games provide a natural, low-anxiety environment 

focusing on meaning, which fosters acquisition. 

15. According to Krashen’s Monitor Hypothesis, the 'monitor' is best used for:  (WBTET 2022) 

A) Generating fluent speech instantly 

B) Editing and correcting one's own language output 

C) Acquiring new vocabulary 

D) Lowering classroom anxiety 

Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Consciously learned rules act as a "monitor" or editor to polish and correct 

output, though overusing it hinders conversational fluency. 

 

Practice Question (Q) Section 

Easy Level 

1.  Which of the following is a primary characteristic of language acquisition? 

A) It requires a grammar book. B) It is a subconscious process. 

C) It occurs only in schools. D) It is an artificial process. 

Correct Answer: B 

Detailed Explanation: Acquisition happens naturally and subconsciously, similar to how infants learn 

their mother tongue without knowing grammatical rules. 
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